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activities dangerous to the State. It creates a new offence, as
under:
Any person found in possession of a seditious document or
intending to publish or circulate such document will, unless he
proves that it was in his possession for a lawful purpose, be
punishable with imprisonment extending to a period of two years
or with fine, or with both.
In this Section, a seditious document is defined as a docu-
ment containing any writing or sign inciting violence against the
Grown or its Government or against officers or 'any class of officers
or any individual officer in the service of the Government, or incit-
ing anyone to wage war against the Crown or to assemble wea-
pons with the intention of waging such war.
Comment: This means that, if any book or paper believed
to be seditious is found in the pocket of an innocent youth igno-
rant of its contents, he would be taken to be guilty unless he
proves that he was carrying it for a lawful purpose* This new offence
alters one of the fundamental principles of British justice in-
asmuch as, instead of the prosecution having to prove the guilt of
the accused, it is the latter who will have to establish his inno-
cence. If I arn charged with anything, how can I prove that
I am not guilty? This can only mean that I shall be in jail.
When trying offences against the State mentioned in the
Indian Penal Code, the court is free to order, if it thinks fit, that
the accused, even after he has served the sentence of imprison-
ment passed on him, should execute a bond of good conduct for
two years thereafter. Any person who, having been served with
a restraint order, under the provisions of this Bill, to report,
subsequent to his release, his place of residence and any change
therein, may be directed by the Local Government by an order
in writing to abide by any of the following conditions:
(a)     the person in question must not enter or reside or stop
in any specified area;
(b)     he should confine himself to a particular part of Bri-
tish  India;
(c)     he must not address any public meeting called to dis-
cuss issues which might lead to breach of the peace or
public excitement or to circulate any written or printed
information relating to such issues or to extend support
to any political matter,
Comment: This means that, even after a person has suffer-
ed enough for an alleged offence, he may not expect to be free from
harassment by the Government.